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Poetry 
I turn on 
the numb 
like some 
turn on the gas 
or the blood. 
I crawl in 
and breathe deeply 
of the depthless breath, 
freeze the flow 
to a self-possessed 
limbo 
that replaces 
the warmth 
that couldn't fill 
the lungs. 
I feel them 
now, 
two pink 
helium balloons 
expanding 
in my chest 
rising to forgetfulness. 
With my head 
in this oven, 
I turn on 
the numb. 
